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controller of the king's household. This post he soon resigned,
and it was not until 1792 that he again entered office at
Roland's request, in order to reorganize the Ministry of the
Interior. His administrative powers and experience made
him very acceptable to the Girondin ministers, and in May,
1792, he was transferred to the War Office to reorganize that
department for Servan. This sketch of his history and career
shows that Pache was no illiterate Jacobin, but an experienced
administrator. He, however, had the misfortune to offend the
Girondins by not adhering to their party, and Dumouriez by
not backing him up better in his ambitious schemes, with the
result that they loaded him with abuse. Part of this abuse
he deserved, because he filled the War Office with such men
as Vincent and Xavier Audouin, who were conspicuous
Jacobin orators and not men of business; but to say that he
did not know his work is ridiculous. The labours entailed on
the War Office by such measures as the calling out of the
volunteers were more than could be dealt with by any man,
however skilful he might be, and it is no wonder that the
chaos which existed in every public department during the
latter months of 1792, existed in a more marked degree in the
War Office. Danton knew the merits of Pache, but he also
felt the necessity for appeasing Dumouriez, who looked upon
the shortcomings of the War Office as a personal affront to
himself, and on February 4, 1793, he secured the election of
General Bournonville, a friend of Dumouriez and his trusted
subordinate in the campaign of Valmy, as Minister for War.
His tenure of office was only for two months, for, when on a
mission to the frontier, he was delivered up to the Austrians,
with the deputies on mission, by Dumouriez.1 His successor
was Bouchotte, a lieutenant-colonel in the army and ex-
captain in the Esterhazy hussars, who proved himself an able
administrator and obedient servant to the Military Com-
mittee of the Convention and to the Great Committee of Public
Safety until the abolition of all the ministries in April, 1794.
From this sketch it will be perceived that the importance of
1 Vol. ii. chap. vxi. p. 230.